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Every navy was largely represented in the Bos-
phorus in October, 1858, in celebration of the birth-
day of Mohammed. This was my first introduction
to Constantinople and the Orient. On account of the
Crimean War, in which the French and the English
had been allies of the Turk, both were friendly to
the Sick Man of the East, and they made the most of
the demonstration as a political manoeuvre against
Russia.

The Wabash was quite the finest ship of the for-
eign fleet and also the largest. Her tonnage was in
excess of that allowed for foreign men-of-war in the
Bosphorus by an international agreement which had
its origin in the mutual jealousy of the powers lest
one should get advantage of the others. Of course
the United States had no interest in the interplay of
European politics, and morally the fact of the size
of fat Wabash did not matter at all. But Lord Strat-
ford de Reddiffe, the British ambassador, did not
see it that way. In his position as spokesman for
the British in a period of preponderant British influ-
ence in the Orient, he was in the habit of giving the
Sultan orders. So the word came to Flag-Officer
La Valette that the Wabash must depart.

Meanwhile our very able American minister, Mr.
Williams, had become a little weary, as had the other
foreign ministers, over Lord de Redcliffe's autocratic
methods/We were already making the W'abash
ready for departure when I went with Flag-Officer